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During the spring of 2021, the Cerballiance laboratory located in Lisses, France, adopted 
molecular testing for the processing of vaginal swab samples on women with vaginitis. 

Vaginitis is characterised by a spectrum of conditions, vaginal and vulvar irritation, odour, discharge and pruritis. Up 
to 90% of vaginitis cases are associated with bacterial vaginosis, vulvovaginal candidiasis and trichomoniasis.1 The 
laboratory selected the Aptima® BV assay and the Aptima CV/TV assay on the Hologic Panther® system, which is able 
to process up to 1000 vaginal swab samples per week.2 Dr Aude Lesenne, Pharmacist Biologist, responsible for the 
microbiology and COVID section for the Cerballiance group at the Lisses site describes the reasoning behind their 
decision “Microscopic examination of a slide with interpretation using the Nugent score was very time consuming 
and tedious. In addition, the technique was not necessarily reproducible because it relies upon the quality of the 
sample and the experience of the laboratory technician.”

Clear, objective results aid in the diagnosis of vaginitis
The Aptima BV assay is a nucleic acid amplification test for the detection and quantitation of bacteria associated with 
bacterial vaginosis, including Lactobacillus, Gardnerella vaginalis and Atopobium vaginae.  The assay compares the results 
from the individual targets and reports a single qualitative BV result. The Aptima CV/TV assay detects microorganisms 
associated with vulvovaginal candidiasis and trichomoniasis.3,4

Simple adoption
Dr. Lesenne describes the implementation of the assays into the laboratory “We used the Panther systems for high-
throughput SARS-CoV-2 testing during the pandemic in 2020, we are confident in the robustness of the platform and the 
quality of the assays and the support that Hologic delivers to its customers. The systems were upgraded with the required 
software in less than half a day which was followed by a validation study comparing the concordance of the assays with 
our standard microscopy method. The assays do not require any special training and are similar to the other Aptima 
assays, Specimen tubes are loaded onto the Panther system and are automatically processed against a set of controls 
that are valid for 24 hours.”



CASE STUDY

Vaginal swab samples are collected with the Aptima® 
Multitest Swab which do not require processing prior to 
loading onto the Panther® system, this allows operators to 
load samples as they arrive in the laboratory.3,4 Multiple 
assays can be processed on a single patient sample so 
testing can be combined with other assays such as the 
Aptima Combo 2® assay which detects and differentiates 
Chlamydia trachomatis and Neisseria gonorrhoea.2,5

Reduced turnaround time

Hologic BV, Da Vincilaan 5, 1930 Zaventem, Belgium.

*The Aptima Multitest Swab is from Legal Manufacturer Puritan. 

Dr. Aude Lesenne

“We report the results on the day the sample arrives at our laboratory or 
the next day, whereas the turnaround time for our previous method was 
three days. The Panther system enables us to process between 120 and 
150 vaginal swabs per day with 0.5 whole time equivalent against the 3 
whole time equivalent staff previously experienced.”
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To learn more about introducing molecular testing for vaginitis into your laboratory please visit: www.hologic.com

With just one sample, the Aptima Multitest Swab* 
Specimen Collection Kit simplifies testing and 
provides answers for sexual and vaginal health.

Our molecular portfolio offers a broad assay menu 
on a consolidated platform to empower patients 
to protect their sexual and reproductive health.2

Women’s health testing streamlined 
with just one swab
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